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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PRAGUE 1521 

DEPATEMENT FOR EUR/EX, OC/S, SY/FO AND OPR/ST; BONN FOR 
PROCUREMENT UNIT; FRANKFURT FOR RTC; VIENNA FOR RBFO 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: AFSP. ACOM, ASEC 

SUBJECT: IBM ELECTRIC TYPEWRITERS 

REF STATE A- 1273 

1 . DUE TO SECURITY REQUIREMENTS LISTED IN REF AIRGRAM, THE 
EMBASSY MUST NOW ORDER ONLY THOSE MODELS OF ELECTRIC TYPEWRITES 
SPECIFIED IN THE AIRGRAM. ONE OF THE MODELS WHICH SUITS OUR NEEDS 
IS THE IBM SELECTRIC MODEL 875-WITH A UNIT COST OF $741 
INCLUDING INERTIAL MOTOR MODIFICATION. THE 875'S ARE AVAILABLE 
THORUGH THE BONN PROCUREMENT UNIT, BUT WITH A LEAD TIME OF 
APPROXIMATELY THREE MONTHS. 

2. SERVICING OF THE 875’S WILL ALSO BE A PROBLEM-SINCE 
REPAIR BY LOCAL PERSONNEL IN EE IS EXCLUDED BY A-1273-AT 
LEAST UNTIL A/OC AND A/SY DEVELOP A SERVICING PROGRAM TO 
MEET THE NEEDS OF EE POSTS. (IDEALLY, EE POSTS SHOULD 

BE ABLE TO POUCH TYPEWRITERS USED FOR CLASSIFIED TYPING TO A 
NEARBY OFFICIAL REPAIR FACILITY). 
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3. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE LONG LEAD TIME IN PROCUREMENT AND 
ANTICIPATED DELAYS IN SERVICING, THE EMBASSY NEEDS TO BUILD UP A 
STOCK OF 875’S TO ENSURE THAT THE REQUIREMENTS OF A-1273 
ARE MET AND THAT THE POST DOES NOT RUN SHORT OF FUNCTIONING 
TYPEWRITERS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

4. FOR EUR/EX: THE EMBASSY REQUESTS BUREAU PERMISSION 
FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF CATEGORY 31 FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,446 
TO PERMIT PURCHASE OF SIX (6) MODEL 875'S FROM THE BONN 
PROCUREMENT UNIT. THIS ITEM WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE POST FINANCIAL 
PLAN BUT CAN NEVERTHELESS BE COVERED FROMEXISTING S&E ALLOTMENT 
BY DELETING AN ITEM OF LESSER PRIORITY. 

BYRNE 
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